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The first objective of the COST Action ENEOLI - European Network on Lexical Innovation! - is to
“[d]efine the core terminology of neology conceived as a discipline through the creation of a
born-digital specialised multilingual glossary.”2 This resource, which will be freely accessible to
professionals, researchers, students and the public, is being developed collaboratively by the
seven task teams composing ENEOLI’'s Working Group 1 (WG1). Within this framework, Task
1.4 (T1.4) oversees designing the glossary’s macrostructure (the organisation of entries) and
microstructure (the data categories used within entries), sourced from ENEOLI Wikibase
(Lindemann & Salgado, 2025) and edited as a structured dataset. This paper highlights the main
aspects of the research, development and implementation involved in this task, and showcases
the final architecture and sample concepts and terms.

To ensure optimal multilinguality, precision, comprehensiveness, interoperability and
usefulness, the glossary’s macrostructure needs to accommodate equal inclusion of any
language, and the microstructure components need to cater to all languages. The idea of a
simpler semi-multilingual model was rejected to avoid prioritizing a single pivot language
representing the full entry content that would leave other language equivalents available only
as lemmata. While English is accorded a lingua franca status that connects all the languages and
functions as an initial reference to guide the term selection, French constitutes the language of
the starter corpus from which the initial terms were retrieved, and other languages may
contribute more concepts that are particularly salient within their own linguistic and cultural
traditions.

Another key challenge was to explore the similarities and discrepancies between terminological
and lexicographic approaches and features, and to harmonize them coherently and efficiently.
This challenge stems from the different functions of each, as lexicography deals with lexical
units, whereas terminology aims at identifying and possibly structuring concepts. Thus, while
this pioneering glossary is primarily a terminological resource, it is also regarded as part of the
lexicographic domain, especially through its use of words that account for lexical innovation.

As part of this research, T1.4 members experimented with compiling glossary entries in ten
additional languages3 and investigated which elements to include and how to arrange and

L https://eneoli.eu/

2 https://cost.eu/actions/CA22126/

3 Albanian (Anila Cepani), Arabic (Amal Haddad Haddad; Lina Sager Feghali), Greek (Anna Vacalopoulou),
Icelandic (Agusta Porbergsdéttir and Kristin Ingibjérg Hlynsdéttir), Korean (Kilim Nam), Lithuanian (Sigita
Rackeviciené and Giedré Valunaité-Oleskeviciené), Portuguese (Ana Salgado), Romanian (Corina Veleanu),
Turkish (Neslihan Onder Ozdemir), Ukrainian (Rusudan Makhachashvili), in addition to English and French.
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interlink them. In accordance with ISO 16642:2025,4 the macrostructure was ultimately
designed as a three-tiered network articulated into Concept, Language, and Term layers, and the
microstructure went through further rounds of drafting-discussion-redrafting, to evaluate and
compare the potential features and define the final structure and components. Overall,
approximately seventy potential data categories were sketched in and reviewed, and several
provisional lists were drafted and revised, ending with the microstructure including 32 data
categories and sub-categories, of which ten are mandatory and the rest are optional. Table 1
presents the three-layer entry structure and the data categories. Full integration of the final
macrostructure and microstructure into the working platform was concluded in mid-2026,
enabling subsequent compilation in all languages.

layer data category data sub-category

Concept ID*
English Gloss*

Gloss
Concept Subject Field*
Subject Subfield
Associated Concept ID
Note
Language*
Language in Working Language*
Language Language ID*
Definition*
Note
Term*
Term ID*
IPA

Alternative Phonetic Transcription
Audio Pronunciation
Variant Spelling
Variant Script
Part of Speech*
Term Grammatical Gender
Grammatical Number
Attestation
Source
Hyperlink
Dating
Note
Associated Term

Associated Term ID

Table 1. Entry layers and data categories and sub-categories; * indicates mandatory category

41S0 16642:2025 Management of terminology resources - Terminological markup framework.
https://iso.org/standard/87351.html
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