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As a result of development, society has experienced vertiginous changes in different domains 

that, undoubtedly, have an impact on our daily lives. Individuals have been challenged by 

new traditions, ideas, and ways to communicate with each other, among other changes. 

Because of these new trends, speakers are exposed to new words that have appeared, 

precisely, to denominate all these new realities. An area that has experienced relevant 

innovations in the last decades is parenting (Molina 2006). For this reason, the emergence of 

new words in this sphere is only the tip of the iceberg, since it shows how parents and, 

consequently, society are increasingly more interested in learning skills and methods on how 

to take care of and educate their children (Wileczek 2020). Nevertheless, no specific studies 

devoted to neology of this domain can be found, unlike what happens in the case of other 

social phenomena, such as the coronavirus pandemic (Klosa-Kückelhaus and Kernerman 

2022, Luna 2022, Ponce de León 2021, Rodríguez 2023) or the feminist movement (Novoa 

and Rebolledo 2019, Gandarias 2017 or Di Paolo 2022). Nowadays, there are plenty of 

magazines, blogs, and books that offer guidelines on this broad topic, but also social networks 

are filled with this type of content. These publications are a valuable source of information 

to study the new lexicon related to parenting. That said, the main objectives of this paper are, 

in the first place, to observe the changes experienced in this field by analyzing the terms in 

Spanish language that have appeared in the last few years. For example, regarding the 

positive upbringing methods, we can find neonyms such as crianza positiva ‘positive 

parenting’ (CDC 2024), crianza respetuosa ‘respectful parenting’ (El País 2018, Eres Mamá 

2023, Suavinex 2022), crianza natural ‘natural parenting’ (Criar con Sentido Común 2022), 

crianza afectiva ‘affective parenting’ (UNICEF n.d.), crianza con apego ‘attachment 

parenting’ (Bebés y más 2021), and so on. Therefore, an analysis of the social context is 

conducted to correlate the emergence of different groups of neonyms and the changes 

experienced by our society in this domain. In the second place, there is also an applied 

objective which consists in the design of a glossary proposal devoted to parenting. The 

theoretical framework in which this work is based takes into account both neological and 

terminological studies (Cabré 1992, L’Homme 2004, Sager 1990, Termcat 2010), since the 

object of study is mainly neonyms, that is, specialized neologisms. Besides, we also follow 

the typical steps of any terminographic work. To do that, we will collect a corpus of texts 

from different textual genres (books, academic articles, specialized magazines, and blogs) 

written in the XXI century. Once the corpus is created, neonyms will be extracted both in a 

semiautomatic way (using a terminological management tool) and manually, to detect formal 

and semantic neonyms, from these sources. The neologicity of the units will be determined 

by psycholinguistic and lexicographical criteria (Rey 1976, Cabré 1992). Later, all the new 

terms collected will be classified in different thematic domains, such as feeding, sleeping, 

hygiene, behavior, among others, with the aim of building up a conceptual map of this area 
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of knowledge. Afterwards, the terminological variation, both conceptual and denominative, 

will be analyzed in more detail due to the different theories and schools from which the terms 

related to parenting come from. In this preliminary proposal we show that, on the one hand, 

there is a gap in this field, since none of the glossaries available (Bebés y más 2019, 

Educapeques 2017, Infancia en positivo n.d., Madresfera n.d., Mamma Bra 2023, 

Puigdemasa y Villanueva 2023, Suavinex n.d.) follow the terminological standards, and that 

many times the dissemination of this vocabulary is made by the so-called experts that, in fact, 

are not specialists in the field. For this reason, one of the contributions of the glossary will 

be to transfer quality knowledge, that is, based on specialists and institutions on parenting. 
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